


Second Annual SIGMOD
Programming Contest
Distributed Query Engine

A programming contest is organized in parallel with the   2010 conference. Stu-

dent teams from degree-granting institutions are invited to compete to develop a distributed

query engine over relational data. Submissions will be judged on the overall performance of the

system on a variety of workloads. A shortlist of �nalists will be invited to present their imple-

mentation at the  conference in June 2010 in Indianapolis, USA. �e winning system,

released in open source, will form one building block of a complete distributed database system

to be built over the years, throughout the programming contests.

December ,  Starting date

April ,  Submissions due

April ,  Selection of finalists

June  Announcement of the winner

Prize:
,

& a one-week research visit to Paris

All details available at

http://dbweb.enst.fr/events/sigmod10contest/

Sponsored by



SIGMOD Conference Experimental Repeatability Requirements

SIGMOD 2008 was the first database conference that proposed testing the code associated to 
conference submissions against the data sets used by the authors, to test the repeatability of 
the experiments presented in the submitted papers. A detailed report on this initiative has been 
published in ACM SIGMOD Record, 37(1):39-45, March 2008.

The experience has been continued in a slightly modified form in conjunction with the SIGMOD 
2009 conference. A report on this effort appears in the September 2009 SIGMOD Record.

The repeatability and workability evaluation in conjunction with SIGMOD 2010 will continue 
along the lines of the 2009 edition, with some improvements related to the procedure.

The goal
On a voluntary basis, authors of accepted SIGMOD 2010 papers can provide their code/
binaries, experimental setups and data to be tested for

 • repeatability of the experiments described in the accepted papers;

 • workability in the sense of running different/more experiments with different/more 
parameters than shown in the respective papers;

by a repeatability/workability committee (to be announced), under the responsibility of the 
repeatability/workability editors-in-chief (RWE in short). The RWE are Ioana Manolescu and 
Stefan Manegold.

The procedure
Authors of accepted papers will be contacted by e-mail as soon as acceptance is determined 
and invited to submit

 • (download URIs for) code (executables or sources)

 • (download URIs for) data

 • instructions on:

 • how the experiments described in the paper should be re-run;

 • how further experiments could be run, on inputs similar to those used in the 
paper, but different from those.

 • the accepted paper
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Submissions will be handled using a Repeatability/Workability Conference Management Tool 
(RWCMT, in short).

Past experience has demonstrated that repeatability and workability can greatly benefit from the 
availability of authors to interact with the repeatability reviewer, and help solve minor issues 
related to the installation, configuration, and usage of the code. Thus, the electronic tool will 
enable repeated interactions between the reviewers and the authors in the style of a message 
board. Thus, the 2010 process will involve such interaction, too.

For reference, the instructions sent to the authors in 2009 can be found at 
http://homepages.cwi.nl/~manegold/SIGMOD-2009-RWE/author_instructions.html

The RWE will designate for each submission:

 • A first reviewer, who will do all the verification work as far as he/she is able to (download 
and install the code, run it, write a repeatability/workability report). This should span at 
most 2/3rds of the reviewing period.

 • A second reviewer, who will check the report of the first, help clarify any pending issues. 
The second reviewer is expected to interfere, if needed, in the last 3rd of the reviewing 
period.

The first and second reviewer will interact until they are both satisfied with the terms of the 
report. They will both sign the report. If there is disagreement that the reviewers cannot work 
out, the RWE have the final say. They may propose alternative wording for the report, more 
tests, and/or endorse responsibility together with one reviewer, if the other cannot agree with the 
chosen wording (and thus is unwilling to sign it).

During the evaluation, the first reviewer and the authors interact via the RWCMT. The second 
reviewer and the RWE may also participate to the discussion. The recommendation is that the 
first reviewer is left alone with the authors during the first 2/3rds of the reviewing period, to avoid 
confusion. The RWCMT documents all interaction between the reviewers and the authors.

The identity of the reviewers is hidden during the evaluation process, but obviously will be 
revealed afterwards when the reviewers sign their report.
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The output
The final RW report will include

 • a summary of the interaction with and fixes by the authors that were required to get the 
experiments running properly;

 • a repeatability result (what could be repeated);

 • a description of what else the first reviewer was able to run and to which extent the 
results are expected.

The final RW report may be published in the ACM PubZone, assuming the authors agree to this.

Code archiving
Participating in the repeatability/workability evaluation does not imply that the code will be 
archived for everyone to use subsequently. Pending authors' agreement, the code could be 
uploaded in the SIGMOD PubZone.

Web site
For more information, please visit the repeatability requirements web site at
http://www.sigmod2010.org/calls_papers_sigmod_research_repeatability.shtml
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The ACM Symposium on Cloud Computing 2010 (ACM SOCC 2010) is the first in 

a new series of symposia with the aim of bringing together researchers, developers, 

users, and practitioners interested in cloud computing. This series is co-sponsored 

by the ACM Special Interest Groups on Management of Data (ACM SIGMOD) 

and on Operating Systems (ACM SIGOPS). ACM SOCC will be held in 

conjunction with ACM SIGMOD and ACM SOSP Conferences in alternate years, 

starting with ACM SIGMOD in 2010.  

 

The scope of SOCC Symposia will be broad and will encompass diverse systems 

topics such as software as a service, virtualization, and scalable cloud data services. 

Many facets of systems and data management issues will need to be revisited in the 

context of cloud computing. Suggested topics for paper submissions include but are 

not limited to: 

 
 

 Administration and Manageability  

 Data Privacy  

 Data Services Architectures 

 Distributed and Parallel Query 

Processing 

 Energy Management 

 Geographic Distribution 

 Grid Computing 

 High Availability and Reliability  

 Infrastructure Technologies 

 Large Scale Cloud Applications 

 

 Multi-tenancy 

 Provisioning and Metering 

 Resource management and 

Performance 

 Scientific Data Management 

 Security of Services 

 Service Level Agreements 

 Storage Architectures  

 Transactional Models  

 Virtualization Technologies 

 

 

Submission:  Authors are invited to submit original papers that are not being 

considered for publication in any other forum. Manuscripts should be submitted in 

PDF format and formatted using the ACM camera-ready templates available at 

http://www.acm.org/sigs/pubs/proceed/template.html.  The symposium website 

http://research.microsoft.com/socc provides addition details on the submission 

procedure.  A submission to the symposium may be one of the following three 

types: (a) Research papers:  We seek papers on original research work in the broad 

area of cloud computing. The length of research papers is limited to twelve pages. 

(b) Industrial papers:  The symposium will also be a forum for high quality 

industrial presentations on innovative cloud computing platforms, applications and 

experiences on deployed systems. Submissions for industrial presentations can 

either be an extended abstract (1-2 pages) or an industrial paper up to 6 pages long. 

(c) Position papers:  The purpose of a position paper is to expose a new problem or 

advocate a new approach to an old idea. Participants will be invited based on the 

submission's originality, technical merit, topical relevance, and likelihood of 

leading to insightful technical discussions at the symposium. A position paper can 

be no more than 6 pages long.  

 
Important Dates  
 

Paper Submission:  Jan 15, 2010 (11:59pm, PST) 

Notification:   Feb 22, 2010 

Camera-Ready: Mar 22, 2010 

 

Call for Papers  

First ACM Symposium on Cloud Computing (SOCC) 
June 10 & 11, 2010, Indianapolis 

http://research.microsoft.com/socc2010 
 

       

Conference Officers 
General Chair: 

Joseph M. Hellerstein, U. C. Berkeley 

Program Chairs: 

Surajit Chaudhuri, Microsoft Research 

Mendel Rosenblum, Stanford University 

Steering Committee: 

Phil Bernstein, Microsoft Research 

Ken Birman, Cornell University 

Joseph M. Hellerstein, U. C. Berkeley 

John Ousterhout, Stanford University 

Raghu Ramakrishnan, Yahoo! Research 

Doug Terry, Microsoft Research 

John Wilkes, Google 

Publicity Chair:  

Aman Kansal, Microsoft Research 

Treasurer: 
Brian Cooper, Yahoo! Research 

 
Program Committee 
Anastasia Ailamaki, EPFL 

Brian Bershad, Google 

Michael Carey, UC Irvine 

Felipe Cabrera, Amazon 

Jeff Chase, Duke 

Dilma M da Silva, IBM  

David Dewitt, Microsoft 

Shel Finkelstein, SAP 

Armando Fox, UC Berkeley 

Tal Garfinkel, Stanford 

Alon Halevy, Google 

James Hamilton, Amazon 

Jeff Hammerbacher, Cloudera 

Joe Hellerstein, UC Berkeley 

Alfons Kemper, Technische Universität 

München 

Donald Kossman, ETH 

Orran Krieger, Vmware 

Jeffrey Naughton, University of 

Wisconsin, Madison 

Hamid Pirahesh, IBM  

Raghu Ramakrishnan, Yahoo! 

Krithi Ramamritham, Indian Institute of 

Technology, Bombay 

Donovan Schneider, Salesforce.com 

Andy Warfield, University of British 

Columbia 

Hakim Weatherspoon, Cornell 
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